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VIHOLE NO. 1262.

The Important Position of Kentucky and Tennessee.

By JOHN

McELROY.

7 CHAPTER XIIIL

THE BATTLE OF PERRYVILLE.

An Inglorious End to Buell's Career—He
Allows n Part of His Army to Fight
All Aftermoen With Overwhelming
Manses—Terrifie Fighting on Both
Sides—Bragg Mnkes Good His Retreat
With His Spolls—Buell Superseded by
Rensecrans.

Misapprehension of each other's po-
pition and plans controlled Bragg and
Buell up to the last moment. On the
afternoon of Oct. 7 Buell was convineced

that Bragg had his whole army massed *

before Perryville to fight for the pos-
session of the precious springs of wa-
ter and the line of Dick’s River. At
the same time Bragg was certain that
only one of Buell's Corps was pressing
on him from the direction of Mackville,

was on the right, and Harris’s to Lytle's
left. The ground occupied by Rousseau
was largely corn fields surrounded by
high worm fences. There were wooiis
in front and woods and a small branch
separating Rousseau's Division from
that of Jackson's on the left. Stark-
weather, trying to get back into his po-
sition in Rousseau's Division, had
marched across the fields until he had
reached a point of the road which sep-
arated a valley of Doctor’'s Creek from
that of Wilson’s Creek. This was the

situation at 2 o'clock on the afternoon
jof Oct. B.
Gen. MeCook indicated where he

wanted Gen. Rousseau to form his line,
and ordered that Capt. Loomis's Battery
should be posted on high ground to-
ward Russell’'s house at the left. He
then rode to the rear to report in per-
son to Gen. Buell, who instruected him

with the intention of passing on through |to return and make a reconnolssance
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ville. Bragg divided Polk's Corps, tak-
ing from it Withers’s Division, which
he sent to reinforce Kirby Smith. He
ordered Polk to go with Cheatham's
Division to join Hardee at Perryville.
With these three divisions he was to
attack and overwhelm McCook in frout
of Perryville, and then hurry back to
the right to join Kirby Smith and crush
the Federal left in that neighborhood.
On the afternoon of Oect. 7 Buell, rid-
ing with Gilbert's Corps, arrived at a
point about three miles from Perryville
to find a strong force of rebels in his
front, when he immediately drew up
his own men in line of battle and sent
whereupon Mitchell’s and Sheridan's Di-
march at 3 o'clock the next morning
to close In upon the center. McCook did
not receive this order until 2:30 a. m.,
Oct. 8, and was on the march at 5
o'clock. Bcarcity of water had compell-
ed Thomas to move off Crittenden’s
Corps some six miles from the line of
march, and he was therefore several
hours late in reaching his position on
the right of Gilbert. During the night
the scouts had discovered some pools
of water in a small creek about two
and a half miles from Perryville, and
Col. Dan McCook went forward with
his brigade to secure their possession
for Gilbert's Corps. This movement was
sharply resisted and alarmed Buell, and
a little later a more determined attack
was made to drive Col. MeCook back,
whereupon Mitchel's and Sheridan’s Di-
visions were ordered up to his assist-
ance, and to hold the position. The ene-
my was repulsed, but Buell feared that
the attack would be repeated by Bragg's
entire army, and he was quite nervous
about the isolated positlon of Gilbert
until Gen. McCook began to arrive on
the Mackville road between 10 and 11
o'clock. The pools of water which had
been discovered were in a small stream
called Doctor's Creek, a tributary of
Chaplin’s Creek or River, which runs
from the south to the north, with the
little village of Perryville at the point
where the road crosses Chaplin's
Creek. The country between these val-
levs is hilly and thickly wooded. Gen,
Hardee, with two divizions, was on the
hill at Perryville and the eastern bank
of Chaplin’s River. It was he who had
tried to dislodge Col. McCook, but had
not made a very delermined assault,
since Polk’'s forces were not yet up to
help push the attack home., Gen. Mec-
Cook, coming up between 10 and 11
o'clock to take position on Gilbert's
left, found his men famished for walter,
all that there was in Doctor’s Creek be-
ing taken for Gilbert’'s men. McCook's
Corps then consisted of two divisions,
Rousseau's, of about 7,000 men, and
Jackson's, which had only two bri-
gades of new troops who had never
been under fire, numbering about 5,000.

McCook's Faulty Management.

As usual with McCook, he handled his
corps badly. He sent Rousseau to the
front, but Jackson appealing to him to
be placed in position as far as possible
from Rousseau, he directed him to the
left, and Jackson marched with such
rucipitnncy that he cut Rousseau's line
& two, separating from it Starkweath-
er’'s Brigade, a matter of the utmost im-
portance, as it left Rousseau only two
brigades. Buell's line was thus formed
in & measure with Crittenden on the
Extreme right beyond the reach of sight
or sound. Gilbert’'s Corps was on the
right of the Springfield and Perryville
road, with Sheridan's left reaching that
road, Mitchell’'s Division on his right,
and Schoepf's Division in reserve a good
ce to the rear. At some distance
the left McCook went into position,
ith many of his men stacking arms
d going In search of wood and water.

the swarming masses of the enemy for
some time. The 21st Wis, lying in
front of the batteries, delivered an aw-
ful fire at close range, but the impetus
of the attack was too great for a sin-
gle regiment to withstand, and it was
forced back onto the batteries. Though
Hardee's assault was here stayed, he
reformed his troops under cover,
brought up regiments that had not yet
been under fire, and renewed the at-
tack, to meet with another bloody re-
pulse, until finally the battle ceased on
the left, and Hardee began to watch
for an opening between McCook and
Crittenden. He poured troops into this
gap. McCook ordered Col. Webster to
charge forward with his brigade and
check them, but his efforts were in vain,
and Webster fell with a mortal wound.
Hardee secured a good position for a
battery, which opened on Lytle's right
flank and drove him back. Attempting
to take advantage of this, the enemy
rushed against L.oomis’s Battery, which,
having exhausted its long-range ammaiu-
nition, had been retired to the right
about 150 yards in the rear of Russell's

house. It had a full supply of canister
left, and now was the golden oppor-
tunity to employ it. Canlster at 150

yvards or more sent in by those active
yvoung Michigan boys of Loomis's Bat-
tery, who had been trained to the high-
est efficiency, was a fearful discourager.
Hardee's men soon fled from the awful
scourging over the ground which they
left covered with their dead and wound-
ed.

Col. Gooding’'s Brigade, with Pinney's
5th Wis. Battery, came up from Gil-
bert’'s Corps opportunely, and helped
regain the pogition near Russell’'s house,
but at a fearful cost to itself of nearly

to Chaplin River. During his absence
the burningly-thirsty troops *“smelled
the water,” as they say of horses, in
Chaplin River, and Rousseau ordered
the right of his line forward half a mile
in hopes of getting possession of that
stream. The enemy suddenly appeared
in force in front, and placing three bhat-
teries in position opened fire. Rous-
seau moved the remainder of hiz troops
up abreast of his line, and ordered
Loomis and Simonson to open on the
batteries. Gen. McCook eame back, and,
not then seeing any infantry, he di-
rected the batteries to cease firing 1o
save their ammunition. He next or-
dered a portion of the 33d Ohio to
pass Into the woods in front in recon-
noissance, and, if possible, to gain bet-
ter ground for an alignment. He also

marked their line of battle, and ordered
a battery to be posted on the line, di-
recting Gen. Terrill to advance skir-
mishers cautiously down the slopes of
the hill to the creek, so as to cover the
water. The enemy made no opposition
to this, and Gen. McCook rode off to
the right of the line,

McCook’s line, as It was formed, had
Rousseau’s Division with its right near
a barn to the right of the Mackville and
Perryville road, and extended to the
left on a ridge through a ecornfleld, in
which the corn was cut and in shocks,
to the skirt of wood occupied by the 2d
and 33d Ohio. The right of Terrill's
Brigade of Jackson’s Division held Lhe
wooded hill overlooking Chaplin’s
Creek, and his left formed a crotchet
to the rear. Starkweather's Brigade
and Stone’'s and Bush's Batterles of
Rousseau's Division were posted to the
left and rear of Jackson's left, on high
ground, and Webster's Brigade of Jack-
son's Division was on the left of Rus-
sell's house and in the rear of Rous-
seau's center.

The Attack Begilas.

A half hour after McCook had ridden
away to the right Hardee came through
the woods in command of three divi-
sions under Cheatham, Buckner and
Anderson, about 16,000 strong. He flrst
struck Jackson’s Division, whose new
troops were thrown into disorder and
Jackson himeself killed at the first fire.
Terrill’s Brigade, almost all new re-
cruits, was driven back, and Terrill
tried his best to rally them on the bat-
teries, but fell mortally wounded, When,
however, Hardee's swarming forces
reached BStarkweather's FErigade they
met such a heavy fire of musketry and
artillery that they were driven back.
Hardee reformed the broken troops un-
der cover of the woods and crests, and
headed a second assault with fresh
troops. which were In turn driven back
by Starkweather and the batteries. The
assaults were repeated wuntil Stark-
weather and the batteries were forced
to retire for want of ammunition.

Heavy columns of assault struck
Lytle’s and Harris's Brigades, but were
handsomely repulsed and repeatedly,
until these troops also had to retire for
want of ammunition. McCook galloped
back at the sound of the firing, and did
his utmost to restore his lines, sending
off his Alds to the nearest commanders
for. assistance, One Aid met Gen.
Schoepf, who directed him to make
his request of Gen. Gilbert, which he
did with the statement that'‘“McCook’s
whole command is engaged, his reserves
are all In line, and the safety of his
corps is compromised.” Gillbert heard
this report calmly, but was not large
enough by any means to rise to the
exigency of the situation. He could do
nothing without ordeys from Gen. Buell,
to whom he referred the Aid. McCook
was therefore left to fight it out un-
alded the best he could. His batteriea

's Brigade of Rousseau's Division

did magnificent service, and held back

brought up Gens. Jackson and Terril},’

one-fourth of the men it brought into

MAP OF BATTLEFIELD OF PERRYVILLE, KY.
Harrodsburg to the stores at Bryants-

action. Other reinforcements were com-
ing up, but the shutting down of night
and the exhaustion of the rebels' fight-
ing morale closed the contest. Hardee
withdrew his men across Chaplin’s
Creek into Perryville, and the Union
army was realigned in its first position.
tion,

Gen, Sheridan’s Part.

During the flercest assault upon
Rousseau the heavy force of the enemy
struck Sheridan’s Division in the ad-
vanced position which he had taken
after forcing them back earlier in the
day. He withdrew his troops to a
stronger place on the original line, and
then ensued a terrific conflict with mus-
ketry and artillery. The pressure of
the altack was so severe that Sheri-
dan called for other reinforcements, and
Gilbert sent him Carlin’s Brigade from
Mitchell’s Division. Carlin made a dash
at the enemy he found in front of them,
and drove them back through Perry-
ville, capturing two calssons, 156 wagons
loaded with ammunition, and 138 pris-
oners. Bheridan also advanced, driv-
ing the enemy, but he feared to get too
far in advance of McCook, and retired,
using his artillery with effect on the
flank of the rebels who were assailing
McCook. Wagner's Brigade of Wood’s
Division took some part in the fight and
rendered good service, but the rest of
Crittenden’'s Corps was not engaged.
Thomas, who had eome upon the bat-
tlefleld with Crittenden, was directed
to take a position In line of battle on
the right and awalt orders. He walted
there the whole day without recelving
any.

Gen. Sheridan's Story.

Gen. Sheridan in his Memolrs says:

“Much time was consumed by Buell's
army In its march on Perryville, but we
finally neared it on the evening of Oct.
7. During the day Brig.-Gen. Robert
B. Mitchell's Division of Gilbert's Corps
was in the advance on the Springfield
pike, but as the enemy developed that
he was in strong force on the opposite
side of a small stream called Doctor's
Cregk, a tributary of Chaplin River, my
division was brought up and passed to
the front. It was very difficult to ob-
tain water In this section of Kentucky,
as a drouth had prevalled for many
weeks, and the troops were suffering so
for water that it became absolutely nec-
essary that we should gain possession
of Doctor's Creek in order to relieve
their distress. Consequently Gen. Gil-
bert, during the night, directed me to
push beyond Doctor's Creek early the
next morning. At daylight on the 8th
I moved out Col." Dan McCook's Brigade
and Barnett's Battery for the purpose,
but after we had crossed the creek,
with some slight skirmishing, I found
that we could not hold the ground un-
less we carried and occupied a range of
hills called Chaplin Heights, in front
of Chaplin River. As this would pro-
ject my command in the direction of
Perryville considerably beyond the
troops that were on either flank, 1
brought up Lalboldt's Brigade and Hes-
cock’'s Battery to strengthen Col, Me-
Cook. Putting both brigades into line,
we quickly carried the heights, much
to the surprise of the enemy, T think,
for he did not hold on to the valuable
ground as he should have done. This
success not only insured us a good sup-
ply of water, but also, later in the day,
had an important bearing in the battle
of Perryville. After taking the heights,
I brought up the rest of my division
and intrenched, without much difficulty,
by throwing up a strong line of rifie-
pits, although the enemy's sharpshoot-
ers annoyed us enough to make me or-
der Laiboldt's Brigade to drive them on
the main body. This was successfully
done In a few minutes, but in pushing
them back to Chaplin River we discoy-

o
.
4

ered the Confederates f-rming a line
of battle on the opposfte bank, with the
apparent purpose of af§ attack in force,
so I withdrew the brigades: to our in-
trenchments on the erest, and there
awaited the assault.

“While this sklrmi-‘llng was going
on, Gen. Gilbert, the ps commander,
whose headquarters @ locatéd on a
hill about a mile d t to the rear,
kept sending me messages by signal not
to bring on an engagement. I replied
to each message that 1 was nd¥ bring-
ing on an engagement, but that the
enemy evidently intended to do mo, and
that I believed I should be shertly at-
tacked. Soon after returning to the
crest and getting snugly fixed in the
rifle-pits, my attentilon was called to
our left, the high ground we.occupied
affording me in that direction an un-
obstructed view. I then saw Gen. McD.
McCook's Corps—the First—advancing
toward Chaplin River by the Mackville
road, apparently unconscious that the
Confederates were present in force be-
hind the stream. 1 tried by the use of
signal flags to get information of the
situation to these troops, but my efforts
failed, and the leading regiments seem-
ed to approach the river, indifferently
prepared to meet the sudden attack
that speedily followed, delivered as it
was from the chosen position of the
enemy. The fury of the Confederate
assault soon halted this advance force,
and in a short time threw it into con-
fusion, pushed it back a considerable
distance, and ultimately inflicted upon
it such loss of men and guns as to seri-
ously cripple McCook'’s Corps and pre-
vent for the whole day further offensive
movement on his part, though he stout-
ly resisted the enemy’s assaults until 4
o’clock in the afternoon.

“Seeing McCook so flercely attacked,
in order to aid him I advanced Hes-
cock’'s Battery, supported by six regi-
ments, to a very good position in front
of a belt of timber on my extreme left,
where an enfllading fire could be opened
on that portion of the enemy attacking
the right of the First. Corps and also on
his batteries across Chaplin River. But
at this juncture he placed two batteries
on my right, and began to mass troops
behind them, and Gen. Gilbert, fearing
that my intrenched position on the
heights might be carried, directed me
to withdraw Hescock and his supports
and return them to the pits, My recall
was opportune, for I had sooner got
back to my original line tg,n the Con-
federates attacked me farlously, ad-
vancing almost to my { rgnchments,
notwithstanding that a large portion of
the ground over which y had. - to
move was swept by a heavy fire of can-
ister from both my batterigs. Before
they had quite reached us, however,
our telling fire made them recoil, and
as they fell back I directed an advance
of my whole division, bringing up my
reserve regiments to oceupy the crest
of the hills, Col. Willlam P. Carlin's
Brigade of Mitchell’s Division mean-
while moving forward on my right to
cover that flank. This advapce pressed
the enemy to Perryville, bt‘:?he retired
in such good order that we galned noth-
ing but some favorable ground that en-
abled me to establish my tterles in
position where they could turn their at-
tention to the Confederate® In front of
McCook, whose critical. condition was
shortly after relieved, hqwever, by--a
united pressure of Gilbert's Corps
against the flank of McCook's assafl-
ants, compelling them to retire behind
Chaplin River.”

Gen. Buell’'s Report.

In his report made from Loulsville,
Nov. 4, 1862, Gen. Buell, after detall-
ing his march and his preparations for
battle, says:

“The cannonading, which commenced
with the partial engagement in the cen-
ter, followed by the reconnoissance of
the cavalry, under Capt. Gay, extended
toward the left, and became brisker as
the day advanced, but was not supposed
to proceed from any serlous engage-
ment, a8 no report to that effect was
received.

‘“At 4 o'clock, however, Maj.-Gen. Mc-
Cook's Ald-de-Camp arrived and re-
ported to me that the General was sus-
taining a severe attack, which he would
not be able to withstand unless rein-
forced; that his flanks were already
giving away. He added, to my aston-
ishment, that the left corps had actually
been engaged in a severe battle for sev-
eral hours, perhaps since 12 o'clock. It
was s0 difficult to credit the latter that
I thought there must even be some
misapprehension in regard to the for-
mer. I sent word to him that I should
rely on his being able to hold his
ground, though I should probably send
him reinforcements. I at once sent or-
ders for two brigades from the center
corps (Schoepf’'s Divislon) to move
promptly to reinforce the left. Orders
were also sent to Gen., Crittenden to
move a divislon in to strengthen the
center and to move with the rest of his
corps energetically agalnst the enemy’s
left flank. The distanece from one flank
of the army to the other was not, per-
haps, less than elx mfles, and before
the orders could be delivered and the
right corps make the attack night came
on and terminated the engagement.”

Gen. Bragg’s Report,

Gen. Braxton Bragg reporied from
Richmond, under date of Oct. 12, 1862,
as follows:

“Not having succeeded In getting my
supplies from Lexington to my new de-
pot near Bryantsville, it was necessary
to hold a large portion:-of Gen. Smith's
forces in that direction. Finding the
enemy pressing heavily in his rear near
Perryville, Maj.-Gen. Hardee, of Polk’s
command, was obliged to halt and check
him at that point.. Having arrived at
Harrodsburg - from Frankfort, I deter-
mined to give him battle there, and
accordingly concentrated three divislons
of my old command (the Army of the
Mississippi, now under Maj.-Gen.
Polk)—Cheatham’s, Buckner's and An-
derson's—and directed (Ggn. Polk to
take the command on t 7th and at-
tack the enemy the next morning. With-
ers's Division had gone the day before
to support Smith. s

“Having on the njght of the T7th
learned that the force in front of Smith
had rapidly retreated, L moved early
next morning to be present at the op-
erations of Polk's forces. The two
armies were formed confroniing each
other on opposite sides of the town of

Perryville. After co g with the
General and reconnoiter the ground
and examining his 4 fons, I de-
clined to assume thd e¢ommand, but

suggested some changes ‘and modifica-
tions of his arrangemegts, which he
promptly adopted.

“The action opened 12:30 p. m.
between the skirmisherg and artlllery
on both sides. Finding the enemy in-
disposed to advange mwpoil us, and know-
ing he was recel muw reinforce-
ments, I deéemed to-assall him
vigorously, and se ‘dirécted. The én-
gagement beeame general soon there-
after, and was continued furiously from
that time  until , OUr troops mever
faltering and never Ung in their ef-
forts, - =

 “For the time ex it was the se-
verest and mosk™
engagement
Fearfully outn
not hesitate to

and|of Millard F. Nicodemus (built since
Jlem Indiana troops were the supposed

Brig.-Gen. JOSEPH

Blographical.

Joseph King Fenno Mansfield was
born in New Haven, Conn., Deec. 22,
1803. His early education was obtained
in the common schools of his State. At
the age of 14 he entered the Military
Academy at West Point, being the
youngest of a class of 40. During the
five years of his course he was a care-
ful and earnest student, especially dis-
tinguishing himself in the sciences, and
graduating in 1822 second in his class.

He was immediately promoted to the
Corps of Engineers, in which depart-
ment he served throughout the Mexican
War. In 1832 he was made First Lieu-
tenant; three years later Captain.

His gallantry and efficiency during
the Mexican War were rewarded by
successive brevets of Major, Lieutenant-
Colonel and Colonel of Engineers.

In 1853 Mansfield was appointed In-
specétor-General of the Army, and in the
prosecution of his duties visited all parts
of the country.

At the outbreak of the war of the
rebellion he was in the Northwest, but
in April, 1861, was summoned to Wash-
ington to take command of the forces
here. On May 17, 1861, Mansfield was
promted to the rank of Brigadier-Gen-
eral in the Regular Army.

He rendered valuable service at Fort-
ress Monroe, Newport News, Suffolk,
and finally at Antietam, where he was
mortally wounded, Sept. 17, 1862.

It was bad enough and sad enough
that Gen. Mansfield should be mortally
wounded once, but to be wounded six,
seven or eight times in as many locali-
ties is too much of a story to let stand
unchallenged.

These pages will tell what the mem-
bers of the 10th Me. know of the event,
but first we will state what others have
claimed.

The following places have been point-
ed out as the spot where Mansfield was
wounded, and all sorts of particulars
have been given. Besides these, a man
with a magic lantern {8 traveling
through the country showing Burnside's
Bridge, and remarking, ‘“Here Mans-
fleld fell.”

The spot marked A on the map is
said to have been vouched for by a
“New York officer of Mansfield’'s staff.”

B is where the late David R. Miller
understood the General was wounded
by a sharpshooter stationed in Miller's
barn, west of the pike.

C is where Capt. Gardiner and Lieut.
Dunegan, of Co. K, 125th Pa., assured
me that the General fell from his horse
in front of their company.

K. F. MANSEIELD.

—————

A Narrative of Events Connected With His Morta! Wounding at
Antietam, Md., Sept. 2, 1862.

—_—— ———

By JOHN MEAD GOULD, Acting Adjutant, 10th Me., and Major, 29th Me. -

original authority for this place, which
is not far from B, It is only fair to
Mr. Davis to add that he claims no
personal knowledge.

There are several other places that
have been described to me in private
letters, but these need no mention here.

Why So Mamy Errors?

Why has there been so much diffi-
culty in identifying the right locality?

There has been no difficulty, none
whatever, among those who knew the
facts. The errors have all come from
the ignorant, the imaginative, and those
who have poor memories.

It will be easy, especially for one
standing on the ground while reading
these pages, to see that very few ex-
cept the 10th Me. would witness the
event, as we were o0 nearly isolated and
almost hidden. We made very litltle ac-
count at the time of what is now con-
sidered an Important event in the his-
tory of the battle. It then appeared to
us as only one of the many tragedies in
the great slaughter. Nothing was done
at the time to mark the spot, and hardly
a note of the event was recorded.

Regimental Excuraion.

In 1889 the 1-10-29th Me. Association
made an excursion to the various bat-
tlefields in Pennsylvania, Maryland and
Virginia where the regiment had fought.
Friday, Oct. 4, was the day of the visit
to Antietam. Not one of the company
had been there for 25 years, vet on ar-
riving in East Woods we readily and
surely identified the fighting position of
the regiment, which was known as the
“10th Me.,” at the time of the battle.
We found that the west face of the
woods had been considerably cut away,
and that many of the trees ingide the
woods had been felled, but there was
no serious change in the neighborhood
where we fought, excepting that a road
had been laid out exactly along the line
of battle where we fired our first volley.
We have since learned that in 1872 the
County bought a 15-foot strip of land
961 feet long, boidering that part of
the northeast edge of the woods, which
lies between S8amuel Poffenberger’s lane
and the Smoketown road, and moved
the “worm fence” 15 feet into the field.
Excepting as these changes affected the
view, all agreed that everything in our
vicinity had a ‘‘natural look.” The chief
features were “the bushes,” direectly in
rear of our right companies; the Croas-
dale Knoll, further to the right and
rear; the Smoketown road, which en-
ters East Woods between the.  bushes

and the Knoll, and runs past our front

D is where, in November, 1894,
I found a marker that had been placed
there the Oclober previous by some one
unknown to me. These are the four
principal places which have been point-
ed out to visitors. Still another spot
was shown to our party when the 1-10-
29th Me. Association made its tirst visit
to the field, Oct. 4, 1889; it is south of
A, but I did not note exactly where.

E. There has also been published in
The National Tribune, which has an
immense circulation among the soldiers,
the statement of Col. John H. Keatley,
now Commandant of the Soldiers'
Home, Marshalltown, Iowa, who locates
the place near the Dunker Church.

Col. Keatley's letters show that he
has been on the field several times since
the war, which makes it harder to be-
lievé, what would seem very plain oth-
erwise, that his memory of locations has
failed him. He appears to have got the
recollection of the two woods mixed.
Keatley was Sergeant of Co. A, the ex-
treme left of the 125th Pa.

Mr. Alexander Davis, who resided and
worked on the fleld before and afte:
the battle, points out a place several
rods northeast of the present residence

the war and not shown on the map).

ANTIETAM BATTLEFIELD—GEN. JOSEPH I.

F. MANSFIELD,

through the woods; the low land in our
right front; the “open,” easily Jdiscern-
able through the woods; the rising land
with its ledges, big and little, in the
front; the denser woods in the left
front; the worm fence before noted, and
the long ledge behind it, against which
our left companies sheltered themselves
by Capt. Jordan's thoughtful guidance,
and the gully beginning in the rear of
our position and leading down to the
great stone barn and stone mansion,
with its immense spring of water.

The large oak in rear of our right, to
which Col. Beal crawled after he was
wounded, was still standing a few paces
up (northeast) the Smoketown road,
and another good-sized tree nearer the
front was recognized by Cart. (then
Serg't) Goss as the one from which he
first opened fire. Lieut.-Col. Emerson
(Captain of H, the right company)
stood where he stood in 1862 and point-
ed out to our guests place after place
which he recognized.

Many of “the bushes” of 1862 had
grown Into sizable trees; they, with
Beal's and Goes's trees and the Smoke-
town road fence, had been a serious
obstacle to the advance of our right
companies.

The scar, or depression, in the ground

] (northeast of
ible,

Beal's tree) was still vis-
but repeated plowing since 1889

has entirely effaced it.

Our excursion was entirely for pleas-

ure; we had no thought of controversy,

'nor even of the enlightenment

of the

| Sharpsburg people, who knew nothing
| of the true locality where Mansfleld was
wounded, but were showing two or three

erroneous places to visitors.

We de-

| fended the truth, photographed the po-
I

I,

*“the center”
the farm of George Line ((i. Lyons on
the old maps), and there rested till day-
break.
side of a fence which ran south from
Line’s garden to woods,
the grass and his roof a blanket.
10th Me. was on the east side of the
fence (see map), and some of our boys
who indulged in loud talk were ordered
by the General to lower their tones to
a whisper.
brigade were near us, while the other
brigades of the corps appeared to be
behind ours (or east).
Crawford’s
Knipe; 10th Me., Col. Beal; 28th N. Y.,
fragment, Capt. Mapes: 124th Pa.. Col.
Hawley. 125th Pa., Col. Higgins; 128th
Pa.,
was
marched a little before 5 o'clock on the
morning of the battle, first to the west
across the Smoketown reoad, and nearly
to John Poffenberger’'s, and then south
to nearly abreast of Juoseph Poffenberg-
er's (marked 6:20 on the map),
there halted for almost an hour, during
all of which time—that is, from before
5 a.
in and around “the great cornfield,” the
enemy being south and west of it.

Mansfield in person.
him for some time previous sitting on
his horse at the northwest corner of
the East Wood, marked W on the map.
He hurried us, first to the front, doewn
hill through a field where seyeral piles
of stone lay, the Smoketown road still
being on our left.
the *“10-acre cornfield” when Mansfield
beckoned us to move to our left. We
then marched a few steps by what the
tactics call “left obligue,” but did not
gain ground to the left sufficiently to
suit the General,
manded
man faced east,
knocked over the two fences of the
Smoketown road
Sam Poffenberger's field.
‘across the Smoketown road Gen. Hook-
er rode from the woods (M) and told
Col.
through my lines; you must hold these
woods” (meaning FEast Woods).

the enemy began to
around us.
fenberger's field the Colonel command-
ed “Right flank,” then cach man again
faced south (or west of south to be
more exact),
straight for the enemy, whom some of
us could see in the woods,
where our Mansfield
standing, marked M on the map.

at half distance”
in mass,” as some remember.)

about 15 men, all facing “front."”
this order we had bivouacked and
marched to Sam Poffenberger's field,
only that while in the 10-acre cornfield
every man turned on his left heel and
marched toward

sition, but found it difficult, for several
reasons, to decide by several feet upon
the exact spot of the wounding.

It is necessary now to go back 1o

1862 and tell the story of the battle as
seen by the 10th Me.; and as since the
war a generation has grown
knows nothing of the way =oldiers are
arranged for marching and fighting, it
is best to give a great many explanae
tions that may seem unnecessary to an
old soldier.

up that

The Part Tanken by the 10th Me.

The Twelfth Corps, Mansfield com-
manding, marched on the Boonsboro
pike, late at night of Sept. 16, from

through Keed'vsville to

Gen. Mansfield slept on the west

His bed was
The

The other regiments of our

Our brigade—

Brigade, 46th Pa., Col,

Col.
the advance

Samuel Croasdale (killed)—
of the corps, and

and

m.—Hooker's Corps was fighting

As well as could be judged, all of the

Twelfth Corps followed our movements,
and halted to the right or left of the
rear of our brigade.

The 124th and 125th Pa. were de-

tached from the brigade at some early
hour, but at 7:20 by my watch, which
may have been five to 19 minutes fast,
the other four regiments were started
for the fight.

The 10th Me. was guided by Gen.
We had all seen

We barely entered

s0 Col. Beal com-
“left flank,” whereupon each
and we presently

marched into
While going

and

Beal, “The enemy are breaking

After crossing the road bullets from
whiz over and
When well into Sam Pof-

and we all marched
close to

marker is now
Deploying From Column.

The 10th Me. was in “double column
(or “double column

Colors,
G ——————y
B el
D ——— K Right,
C A
F e A e e |

Each line in the diagram represents
In

what had been ths

“left,”” until arriving in Sam Poffen-
berger's field, where a turn of each
man to his right, or the technical

“front,” brought us to our original po-
sition.

Apparently 50 to 100 Confederates

were strung along the fence (M) firing
at us. They had the immense advan-
tage that they could rest their rifies on
the fence and fire into us, massed 10
ranks deep, while we could only march
and “take it.”

It was high time to deploy,(1) and

Col. Beal proposed to do so, but Gen,
Mansfield said,
that a regiment can be easier handled
“in mass’ than “in line;” which is very
true in the abstract.
then rode away, and Col. Beal, hardly
waiting for him to get out of sight,
ordered
double-quick time.
need of haste,

“No,”” and remarked

Gen. Mansfield

the regiment to deploy in

Everybody felt the

In the execution of this order Cos. I

and G, with the color guard. continued
marching straight ahead
nary step, just as if no order had been
given. The men of Cos. F, C. D and B
turned
toward Sam Poffenberger's.
K and E turned to the right and ran
west—toward the Smoketown road. As
fast as the respective companies “un=-
covered” they came to “Front” and ad-
vanced to the front, still running.
other words, after Co. B had run east
and Co. E west,
company, each man turned to the front
(or the woods) and the company ran
till B was left of G and E was right of

at the ordi-

their left and ran east—

Cos. H, A,

to

In
the length of their

which being done, B and E quit

running and took up the ordinary step.
It will be seen that D had twice as far
to run to the east and K twice as far
to the west, and that C and A ran three
times and F and H four times as far
as B and E had done.

I have been so circumstantial in de~

(1) That is, to bring the men “intn

line”—the position they should be in
for fighting; since while in mass only
Cos. I and G could fire their muskets,
while a fairly well-ailmed bullet from
the enemy would be almost sure to hit
one or more of us.

~ Front.
|  Colors.

Left. TR|CIDID|Oael|EIK|AIR]| Right

Deployed.

where we had buried a few of our dead

(Continued sa paga siR) .




